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• Australia’s largest 
independent school sector

• Australia’s 4th largest school 
education sector

• Supporting geographic, 
cultural and socio-economic 
diversity

Independent*
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         17%

         Catholic
      216,808
   18%

           Government
           798,022
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       Schools1         Workforce     Students
490 Schools 31,908 Employed (Head Count) 203,864 Students

70% Are faith-based 17,826 Teachers (FTE) 4,468 More students in 2018

53 Boarding Schools 8,605 Other Staff (FTE) 36,479 Students with a Disability

8 New schools in 2018 35% Of teachers are male 4,103 Aboriginal & Torres Strait  
Islander students

Independent schools are non-government schools operating autonomously, registered by NSW Education Standards Authority, and are 
educationally and financially accountable to their Boards and the Australian and NSW Governments. Information is from the Australian 
Government Department of Education, Australian Bureau of Statistics, and Australian Curriculum and Reporting Authority.

  NSW Independent* schools

* Independent Catholic school figures are included as independent

1 Schools and campuses                                    FTE refers to full time equivalent

Independent* school enrolments 2002-2018
Independent* school  

student to teacher ratios 2006-2018
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Location of Independent* schools in NSW

Diverse philosophies and affiliations

New South Wales

Blue diamonds are Independent* schools in NSW

Metropolitan Sydney

Blue diamonds are Independent* schools in Sydney

Australian Government Socio-Economic Status Score

Independent* schools socio-economic status Sources of funding (per student ave) 2017
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Systemic Catholic 

Schools

77% Gov’t  
funded

Government 
Schools

Parents 
$682 (5%)

95% Gov’t 
funded

Independent* 
Schools

41% Gov’t funded

NSW Gov’t
$10,545 (75%)

Parents 
$3,301 (23%)

Parents 
$13,662 (59%)

Aust Gov’t
$8,316 (58%) Aust Gov’t

$7,052 (30%)

Aust Gov’t
$2,830 (20%)

* Independent Catholic school figures are included as independent

NSW Gov’t
$2,567 (11%)

NSW Gov’t
$2,741 (19%)


